SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 9th March 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT

Cllrs M Pettitt (Chairman), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Gale, P Jones, C Osborne, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton and G White

Together with two members of the public and one member of the press.

1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs Broughton and Sandhu.

2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F66/08)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Aldis, Planning Application 09/00215/FULL as a personal friend of the Applicant.
Cllr Osborne, Item 8 (White lining on Bedford Road) as Chairman of Sandy Football Club.
(b) Personal interests
Cllr Osborne, Item 13 (Premises Sub-Committee) as Chairman of Sandy Football Club.

Cllr Pettitt, Planning Application 09/00278/FULL as a friend of the applicant.
Cllr Scott, Item 8 (White lining on Bedford Road) and Item 13 (Premises Sub-Committee) as President of Sandy Football Club.

Cllr Sutton, Planning Application 09/00278/FULL as a friend of the applicant.
3. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (F67/08)



Cllr Aldis gave information on application 09/00215/FULL before withdrawing from the Chamber prior to debate and decision making.  


A neighbour attended and spoke on application 09/00278/FULL and had earlier lodged a letter of objection which was circulated to the meeting.
A letter of objection to application 09/00243FULL was read to the meeting by the Town Clerk.

(See list attached)
4. Minutes








(F68/08)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 26th January 2009 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 16th February 2009, were signed.

5. Fun Fair Request

 (F69/08)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  There was some discussion as to the conditions and possible charges to be placed on the booking.
Resolved: (a) That the request to hold a Fun Fair on the field at the base of the Pinnacle from May 11th to May 17th 2009 be agreed in principle subject to (b) and (c).  

(b) That the Clerk be requested to meet Mr Harris to discuss security and protection of the site.

(c) That possible charges for the use of the field be further investigated and reported to the next meeting of Town Council on 30th March 2009.
6. Mobile Libraries and Library Link Services


(F70/08)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: That the amended routes of the Mobile library and Library link service be noted.
7. Annual Report/Newsletter Distribution (F71/08)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved:  That the Annual Report distribution lists for 2009 be noted.
8. White lining at Bedford Road Recreation Ground

(F72/08)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  Cllr Osborne, having previously declared a Prejudicial Interest in the matter left the Chamber before the item was discussed.  The Clerk then informed Members that until recently FA conditions had meant marking extra lines which were no longer necessary.  As a result it was:
Resolved to Recommend: That the charge for white lining the football pitch at Bedford Road Recreation ground remain at £13.50 plus vat from April 2009 – March 2010 and that from 2010 the decision on cost forms part of the Estimates process.
9. Sandy Railway Station Opening Hours

(F73/08)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
9. Sandy Railway Station Opening Hours

(F73/08)  (cont)

Resolved: (a) That the Clerk be requested to write to Alistair Burt MP to ask for his support in making objections to the proposed reduction in opening hours.

9. Sandy Railway Station Opening Hours

(F73/08)  (Cont)
(b) That the Clerk be requested to write to First Capital Connect asking for their promised response from senior management on some of the points raised in the correspondence.  In addition to ask for a representative of First Capital Connect to attend a Council meeting to discuss a number of issues with regard to the station and rail service in and from Sandy.



10. Request to use Beeston Green


(F74/08)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: That Mid Beds District Council Play Rangers be permitted to use Beeson Green for an activity day on Wednesday 15th April 2009. 

11. The Power of Wellbeing


(F75/08)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: (a) That the Town Council pursues the necessary steps to qualify to use the Power of Wellbeing.

(b) That Councillor training should take place on Monday 15th June 2009 at 7.30 pm (subject to confirmation).

NB It was subsequently discovered that the training could not take place on 15th June and alternative dates are being explored.

12. Continuity of service in Central Bedfordshire   (F76/08)

The correspondence received from Mr Martin Freeman of Bedfordshire County Council, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: That Mr Freeman’s response be noted.

13. Premises Sub-Committee


(F77/08)

The minutes of the Premises Sub-Committee meeting held on Monday 9th February 2009 were received and considered.

Resolved: That the minutes be noted and the situation kept under review.


14. Market Management Sub-Committee

(F78/08)

The minutes of the Market Management Sub-Committee meeting held on Friday 20th February 2009 were received and considered.

Recommendations:
5. Christmas Eve Market

Resolved: That a Market can take place on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.

7. Advertisement

NB Under Standing Order 76 (n) Finance and General Purposes Committee is able to approve expenditure additional to approved budgets up to £500.

Resolved: (a) That the purchase of one additional Farmer’s Market banner at a cost of £99, previously authorised by the Clerk, Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor be approved.

(b) That if Farmer’s Market traders wish to donate to the cost of the banner they be permitted to do so.

(c) That the Town Council does not advertise in the Market Trade News.

15. Sandy Car Park



(F79/08)
SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO F79/08

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (8 & 9) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and “Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
16. Press Release




(F80/08)

Resolved: That a press release be issued with regard to the possibility of a Fun Fair being held in Sandy once more.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	12/2/09

12/09


	09/00207/FULL

Mr & Mrs Chapman

21 St Neots Rd

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1LE
	Full application for two storey and single storey rear extension, single storey extension to replace existing garage at 21 St Neots Road, Sandy,Beds.

Near neighbours 19 and 23 St Neots Road notified.
	Resolved:
No objections
	F&GP

9/3/09

11/3/09
	

	13/2/09

13/09


	09/00175/FULL

Mr P Austin

29 Bedford Road

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1EW
	Full application for alteration and extension to existing outbuilding to form 2 bedroom dwelling and alteration to access at rear of 29 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 27 and 31 Bedford Road and 1 and 2 The Avenue, Sandy notified. 
	Resolved:
No objections
	F&GP

9/3/09

11/3/09
	

	13/2/09

14/09


	09/00215/FULL

Mr A West

12 Ivel Road

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1AX


	Full application for conversion of barn into single dwelling to provide additional accommodation to existing cottage and increase in width of existing dropped kerb at 12 Ivel Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 9,10 and 14 Ivel Road, Sandy notified.
	Resolved:
Object

1) The access from the property is on to a narrow road, which could pose a danger.

2) Parking on site is limited and there is little space to be had on the road.

	F&GP

9/3/09

11/3/09
	

	16/2/09

15/09


	09/00243/FULL

Mr R Addison

60 Eastern Road

Fortis Green

London

N2 9LA
	Full application for demolition of outbuildings and erection of 3 No, two bedroom dwellings with associated external works and fencing and 6 No. parking spaces at land to rear of 94, London Road, Sandy, Beds.
	Resolved:
Object

1) The access to the properties is in Carter Street, very close to A1 junction, which allows access from the A1.  As a result there is likely to be a danger, both to 
	F&GP

9/3/09

11/3/09
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	16/2/09

15/09 cont.


	09/00243/FULL

Mr R Addison

60 Eastern Road

Fortis Green

London

N2 9LA
	Near neighbours 98,100,102,104,106 London Road, 21,23 Carter Street, 69,71,73 and 75 Western Way, Sandy notified.


	Cont:

those reversing from the properties and also those entering from the A1.

2) The road is very narrow and usually crowded with street parking.
	F&GP

9/3/09

11/3/09
	

	19/2/09

16/09


	09/00186/FULL

Mr G Pryor

14 Cottage Road

Sandy

SG19 1DE
	Full application for demolition of bungalow and erection of detached 4 bedroom house at 14 Cottage Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 9, 10, 11,13 and 16 Cottage Road, Sandy notified.
	Resolved:
No objections
	F&GP

9/3/09

11/3/09
	

	26/2/09

17/09


	09/00278/FULL

Mr J Carroll

12 Park Court

Sandy

SG19 1NP
	Full application for single storey rear extension with external terrace over existing ground floor extension at 12 Park Court, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 11 and 13 Park Court Sandy, notified.
	Resolved:
Object

Loss of amenity in the form of privacy and light to near neighbours.  Because of the staggered position of the houses, overlooking from the proposed terrace would be pronounced.
	F&GP

9/3/09

11/3/09
	

	2/3/09

18/09


	09/00332/FULL

Mr D Wright

101a St Neots Road

Sandy

SG19 1BP
	Full application for two storey front extension to provide granny annexe at 101a St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 101,101b 142 and 144 St Neots Road, Sandy, notified.
	Resolved:
No objections
	F&GP

9/3/09

11/3/09
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	2/3/09

19/09


	09/00323/FULL

Mr S Copart

Copart

Acrey Fields

Woborn Road

Wooton

Bedfordshire

MK43 9EJ


	Full application for proposed demolition of existing portakabins and warehouse and erection of office building and associated car parking area at Sandy Lakes, London Road Industrial Estate, Georgetown Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Frontier Agriculture Ltd, Georgetown, A1 Trunk Road, Sandy, notified.
	Resolved:
No objections
	F&GP

9/3/09

11/3/09
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